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MINUTES 

of 
A Remote Meeting of New Romney Town Council 

Held on Wednesday 14th April 2021 
Commencing at 6.45pm 

 
 
PRESENT: The Right Worshipful the Mayor of New Romney,  

Councillor Paul Thomas 
 
                      Town Ward: 

Councillors: A Rodriguez, Mrs B Lonbay Kapoor, J Rivers, D Wimble, 
Rev Cn S McLachlan, P Carey and J Davies 
 

  Coast Ward:     
Councillors: Mrs P Metcalfe, Miss J Hiscock, R Tillson, M Hardy, P Coe, 
J Picco and Ms W Nevard 
   

  In Attendance: 
Town Clerk               - Mrs C Newcombe 
Finance Clerk   - Mrs C T Morris 
Members of Public   - 0   

 
 
IN THE CHAIR  
The Mayor – Councillor P Thomas 
 
PRAYERS  
One minute’s silence was observed in recognition of the death of Prince Philip, the 
Duke of Edinburgh, followed by prayers led by Councillor Thomas in the absence of 
the Mayor’s Chaplain. 
 
The business of the Council then commenced @ 6.50PM  
 

535/2020-21 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE    

  Apologies were received and noted, as follows: 
  

Councillor Ms Nevard          - due to technical issues (late)   
Councillor Carey   - due to technical issues (late) 
Councillor Mrs Rolfe  -  who was recuperating following an  
     accident 
And it was: 

 
PROPOSED BY: Councillor Picco 

  SECONDED BY: Councillor Mrs Lonbay Kapoor 
 
RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY – that reasons for absence, as detailed 
above, be approved. 
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536/2020-21 DISPENSATION TO PARTICIPATE 

It was reported that no new applications for Dispensation to Participate 
had been received. 

537/2020-21 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

@ 6.53PM Councillor Miss Hiscock declared a Personal Interest in 
respect of the Town Clerk’s Finance Reports as she hires a contractor 
who is also hired by the Town Council. (Minute refs: 549/2020-21and 
551/2020-21 refer) 

 
@7.21PM Councillor Ms Nevard declared a Personal Interest in respect 
of any matters relating to the Community Hall and Sports Pavilion project 
due to her membership of the Tax Payers’ Alliance. (Minute ref: 
546/2020-21 refers) 

538/2020-21 REPORT OF THE KENT COUNTY COUNCILLOR 

The report of the Kent County Councillor, which included updates 
regarding the coronavirus pandemic, the activities of the Romney Marsh 
Partnership and Active Travel, was duly received and noted. 
 
@6.56PM Councillor Ms Nevard joined the meeting. 

539/2020-21 REPORTS OF THE DISTRICT COUNCILLORS 

Councillor Wimble’s District Councillor Report, which referred to meetings 
attended, Ward grants and tourism, was duly received and noted with 
questions first having been put and answered. 
 
Councillor Mrs Rolfe’s written report was duly received and noted in her 
absence. 

540/2020-21 ADJOURNMENT OF MEETING 

It was not necessary to adjourn the meeting as no public questions or 
statements had been received in writing. 

541/2020-21 PUBLIC QUESTIONS 

  None.  

542/2020-21 RE-CONVENING OF MEETING 

  Not applicable. 

543/2020-21 MINUTES 
The Chairman presented the minutes of the Full Council meeting held 
on 17th March 2021, copies of which had been previously circulated to 
all Councillors and it was: 

 
PROPOSED BY: Councillor Miss Hiscock 

  SECONDED BY: Councillor Coe 
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RESOLVED – that the minutes of the Full Council meeting held on 
17th March 2021 be approved and signed as a true and correct 
record. 
 
Councillors Ms Nevard and Davies abstained from voting as they had not 
been present at the afore-mentioned meeting. 

 
The afore-mentioned minutes are to be signed by the Chairman at the 
first available opportunity following this remote meeting. 

544/2020-21 MAYOR’S REPORT AND COMMUNICATIONS 

A Mayor’s report regarding civic engagements attended was not available 
on this occasion due to restrictions relating to the national health 
emergency resulting in no civic events currently being organised. 

545/2020-21 TOWN CLERK’S REPORT 

  The Town Clerk’s report was received and noted and read as under: 
 

Actions completed since the Full Council meeting held on  
17th March 2021 
 
1) Upon receipt of relevant contacts for / links to Dementia Support 
and information from the Dementia Planning Working Party, 
these will be published on the Town Council website and in Town 
Council noticeboards where possible. Arrangements are in hand to 
add the strapline ‘Working towards becoming a Dementia-Friendly 
Council’ to the Town Council website home page. 
 

2) The Council now having formally reviewed Standing Orders, 
Financial Regulations and Appendices, these have been re-
dated and replacement of those published on the Town Council 
website is currently in hand. 
 

3) Notice of the Annual Town Meeting has been published on the 
Town Council website and Facebook page and is due to be 
published in the next edition of The Looker. Notice of the re-
scheduled Annual Meeting of the Town Council, which is now due 
to be held remotely 

 

Additional Items of Report: 
 

1) Installation of bollards around the perimeter of St. Martin’s Field 
is nearing completion. It is pleasing to report that this project has 
been receiving positive feedback from local residents. 
 
2) Notification has been received to confirm that legislation 
permitting the holding of remote Town Council meetings will not 



 

 

be carried forward after 6th May 2021. Therefore, the next meetings 
of the Town Council and its committees after the remote Annual  
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Council Meeting on 5th May 2021, will take place from June 2021 at 
the Assembly Rooms with all social distancing and hand hygiene 
measures remaining in place. Councillors will be provided with clear 
visors for ease of communication as face coverings will still be 
required inside the building. 
 
3) Clearance and renovation of the Eastern Sewer (ditch to the 
southerly edge of the Sports Field) has now been completed by 
Kent Wildlife Trust, resulting in much improved flow and habitat. 
 
This concludes the Town Clerk’s report. 

  
  Town Clerk              29th March 2021 
 
  Further Items of Report: 
 

The Clerk then further reported that a letter of condolence in respect of 
the death of Prince Philip, the Duke of Edinburgh had been sent to the 
appropriate Royal Representative on behalf of the Town Council and that 
the Cinque Ports Confederation had also sent an official letter of 
condolence on behalf of all of the Cinque Ports Towns. 
 
It was also confirmed that two new Council Members had been elected 
uncontested and that respective Declarations of Acceptance of Office had 
been signed in the presence of the Clerk. 
 
@7.06PM Councillor Carey joined the meeting. 
 
@7.10PM approximately, KCC Councillor Hills left the meeting. 

546/2020-21 CAPITAL PROJECTS REPORT 

The written Community Hall and Sports Pavilion Project Update Report 
was duly received and noted in the absence of Councillor Mrs Rolfe. 

547/2020-21 STANDING ORDER NO.14 

No questions had been submitted in accordance with Standing Order 14. 

548/2020-21 STANDING COMMITTEES  

(i) Councillor Mrs Metcalfe presented the minutes of the Personnel Panel 
meeting held on 18th March 2021, which were duly received and noted. 
 
(ii) Councillor Tillson presented the minutes of the Finance & General 
Purposes Committee meeting held on 24th March 2021 and, noting that 
there had been a correction under minute reference 517/2020-21 to 
record the decision as a recommendation and not a resolution, since the 
project amounted to a capital project in excess of £5,000, the minutes 
were duly received and noted and it was: 
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PROPOSED BY: Councillor Rev Cn McLachlan 
SECONDED BY: Councillor Coe 
 
RESOLVED – that recommendations made under minute reference 
517/2020-21 be hereby approved. 
 
Councillor Thomas presented the minutes of the Planning and 
Environment Committee meeting held on 10th March 2021, which were 
duly received and noted. 
 

549/2020-21 TOWN CLERK’S FINANCIAL REPORTS 

The Clerk presented final payments and receipts and final bank 
reconciliation for the month of February 2021, which were duly received 
and noted. 

550/2020-21 COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES’ REPORTS 

Written reports regarding the activities of the following organisations  
were duly received and noted: 

• KALC (Kent Association of Local Councils)  
 
551/2020-21 TOWN CLERK’S FINANCIAL REPORTS cntd 
 

(i) Having recognised that the formal approval of the Finance Reports for 
February 2021 had been overlooked, it was: 
 
PROPOSED BY: Councillor Rivers 
SECONDED BY: Councillor Mrs Metcalfe 
 
RESOLVED – that order of business be interrupted to return to 
consideration of the finance reports for February 2021. 
 
(ii) Having duly considered the financial report for February 2021, it was: 

 
PROPOSED BY: Councillor Picco 
SECONDED BY: Councillor Coe 
 
RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY - that the Town Clerk’s Financial Report 
for February 2021 be received and approved. 

 
Payments and receipts for the month of February 2021 being in the 
amounts as detailed below: 
 
February 20201 Payments: £9,058.51 Receipts: £3,307.98 

552/2020-21 WORKING PARTY REPORTS 

The written reports of the following Working Parties were duly received 
and noted: 

• Accessibility Working Party 



 

 

• Climate Change and Ecology Working Party 

• Litter Strategy Working Party 
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553/2020-21  TOWN SQUARE REVIEW 

Having duly considered the need to move to a more formal arrangement 
with local traders who wish to utilise Town Council land in New Romney 
High Street known as Town Square (Cinque Ports Place) and to improve 
the space for the benefit of all users, it was: 
 
PROPOSED BY: Councillor Tillson 
SECONDED BY: Councillor Picco 
 
RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY – that the Town Clerk and the Chairman 
of the Council, Councillor Thomas, prepare a Paper outlining 
potential for change in respect of Town Square, to be presented to 
the Finance & General Purposes Committee for consideration at a 
future meeting of the Committee. 
 
@8.09PM Councillor Ms Nevard left the meeting due to technical issues. 

 
554/2020-21 REMOTE MEETINGS – CALL FOR EVIDENCE 

Having considered the most appropriate method for submitting a 
response to the afore-mentioned consultation in order to be able to 
present the most rounded perspective of the Council, it was: 
 
PROPOSED BY: Councillor Rivers 
SECONDED BY: Councillor Picco 
 
RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY – that a remote Zoom meeting be set 
up, inviting all Councillors to participate in reviewing and amending 
draft responses as deemed appropriate and to submit the final 
responses electronically. 
 
@8.20PM Councillor Ms Nevard re-joined the meeting. 
 
It was confirmed that a Zoom meeting would be arranged to take place 
on Thursday 22nd April 2021 at 10.00am and agreed that any Members 
who would like to attend but were unable to do so should submit any 
comments to the Council Chairman in order that they may be taken into 
account in composing the Town Council response. 
 

555/2020-21  FUNDING REQUEST 

(i) Members duly considered a request for installation of permanent 
security fencing to the rear of the Old Community Hall, Station Road, 
which is used as a nursery school facility, for the safety of children 
attending when engaging in outdoor play. It was noted that a safe and 
secure outdoor environment was now even more important in light of the 
coronavirus pandemic and the general consensus was that, as this was a 
Town Council property, the Town Council should take responsibility for 
installing security fencing. Therefore, it was: 
 



 

 

PROPOSED BY: Councillor Wimble 
SECONDED BY: Councillor Rivers 
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RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY – that (i) New Romney Town Council 
take over the fencing project; (ii) Quotation 1 in the amount of 
£3,600.00 plus VAT be accepted; (iii) a project budget be set in the 
maximum amount of £4,250 [including contingency]; (iv) the balance of 
the Precept Reserve Fund be first used to fund this project, and the 
Reserve Fund then be formally closed, with the remainder of project 
costs being allocated to the Capital Reserve Fund and (v) the Clerk 
be authorised to settle all relevant invoices, when received, and 
having first ascertained that all is in order. 
 
@8.40PM during consideration of this item, Councillor Tillson left the 
meeting. 
 
@8.50PM Councillor Lonbay Kapoor left the meeting. 

556/2020-21 RURAL MARKET TOWNS ORGANISATION 

Having duly considered potential benefits of subscribing to the afore-
mentioned organisation, it was: 
 
PROPOSED BY: Councillor Thomas 
SECONDED BY: Councillor Rev Cn McLachlan 
 
- That New Romney Town Council join Rural Market Town Group for 
the free trial period and review benefits of membership prior to end 
of September 2021. 
 
A vote ensued, the outcome of which was as follows: 
 
FOR  3 
AGAINST 9  
ABSTAIN 1 
 
The motion was, therefore, lost, resulting in the Council declining to 
subscribe to the afore-mentioned organisation. 
 
@8.56PM Councillor Tillson re-joined the meeting. 

557/2020-21 EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS 

@8.57PM having duly considered the nature of matters to be discussed, it 
was: 
 
PROPOSED BY: Councillor Hardy 

  SECONDED BY: Councillor Miss Hiscock 
 

RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY – that due to the sensitive nature of 
information about to be considered, which may serve to identify one 
or more individuals and is therefore deemed to be protected data, it 



 

 

is advisable in the public interest that the Public and Press be 
temporarily excluded and they are now instructed to withdraw. 
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There were no members of public or press present at the meeting. 

558/2020-21 ON-GOING MATTERS 

The Clerk confirmed that there were no matters of report on this 
occasion. 

559/2020-21 PERSONNEL MATTERS 

The Clerk confirmed that the listed agenda item had now been resolved 
so there was now nothing to report. 

560/2020-21 LAND AND TENANCY MATTERS 

Having duly considered issues pertaining to an allotment garden tenancy 
which involved use for group activities, it was: 
PROPOSED BY: Councillor Thomas 

  SECONDED BY: Councillor Wimble 
 

RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY – that dispensation for Allotment  
Plot [ * ] to be used by the Tenant for anything other than personal 
use be withdrawn with immediate effect. 
 
* Allotment Plot Number identified to those present. 
 
Noting an existing caveat that required removal of a summerhouse/over-
sized shed should group activities/community use cease for any reason, 
further discussion ensued and it was: 
 
PROPOSED BY: Councillor Thomas 

  SECONDED BY: Councillor Wimble 
  

RESOLVED – that he Tenant be requested to remove the 
summerhouse / over-sized shed and, if [he] so wishes, replace it 
with a shed of Council approved size; this to be actioned within 28 
days of receipt of the relevant letter.’ 
 
Councillors Ms Nevard and Rev Cn McLachlan voted against the motion 
and requested that their votes be recorded. 

561/2020-21 CONCLUSION OF PRIVATE SESSION 

  @21.33PM it was: 
  

PROPOSED BY: Councillor Hardy 
  SECONDED BY: Councillor Picco 
 

RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY – that private session be hereby 
concluded. 

 
 



 

 

The Chairman thanked the Councillors and Clerks for their attendance 
and the meeting then concluded @ 9.34PM. 
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NB: All documents referred to herein are available at the Town Hall for perusal on 
 request, except for those documents of a sensitive / legal nature discussed in private 
 session, including documents relating to staff matters which remain Private and  
 Confidential in accordance with Data Protection legislation.  

 
Minutes prepared by the Deputy Town Clerk 


