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AGENDA ITEM 7 

 
 

Statement 2 from Member of Public in respect of Agenda item 18 
 

I would like to make representation regarding the proposals contained 

within the report linked to the above agenda item and request that 

Councillors are made aware of my comments ahead of discussion of the 

item in question  

My family business has been trading in New Romney from its current 

location at the centre of the High Street since 1955.   We have been 

privileged to provide a service to the local community throughout those 

66 years.  Indeed, having been deemed an essential service in March 

2020 we opened throughout the pandemic, providing our customers with 

their essential needs, and making home deliveries (our own goods and 

customer requests for other items) for those who needed to shield – 

closing for only one day to implement health and safety measures to 

protect both our staff and our customers. 

We have operated out of the same premises throughout and have, for 

decades, displayed stock on our wall adjacent to 60 High Street and, in 

parallel with that along part of the forecourt in front of 60 High 

Street.  This is an important display area for the business.   



 

Therefore I would like to comment on the proposals being put forward to 

use a large area of the forecourt for restaurant seating and associated 

items.   I welcome the improvements that the new owner of part of 

Seafield House has made to the building.  The renovation has 

significantly enhanced the appearance of the building which has been 

finished to a high standard.  However I am concerned that the seating 

and planter proposal that has been put forward is too intensive for the 

area.  The planters, as suggested, would block off a large area of the 

forecourt – although aesthetically they may appear to offer an 

improvement.  Looking at the plan attached to the proposal, the area 

used by my business to display goods would be blocked off near the 

pavement which could prevent our customers from accessing the area 

and possibly make it difficult for our staff to access the goods when 

required. 

The extent of the proposed seating is too large and could create a 

‘cluttered look’.  The area in front of what is now Savages has a large 

notice board which, I can confirm, is well used by residents of New 

Romney. 

I am aware that the forecourt land was transferred (gifted) to New 

Romney Town Council in around 2007 following some negotiation with 

the previous landowner.  At that time it was an untidy, unkempt area with 

uneven grey concrete slabs.  Significant fundraising was undertaken by 

a Town Councillor to secure funds to improve the area with a £10,000 

grant from Magnox and donations from various businesses towards 

items of furniture.  You will be aware that my business is noted on the 

cast iron bin in the square, as a sponsor for the project (one of many we 

have supported for the benefit of the Town)  The area was appropriately 

re-named ‘Cinque Ports Place’ and is popular with residents. 

I would point out that having used part of the area for display for many 

decades I can claim to have a prescriptive easement (a legal right in the 

land) which despite not being registered at the time the land was 

transferred to the Council, is, in law, an overriding interest in part of the 

land in question.  Therefore I respectfully request that this area is not 

impacted by the proposal before you.  Outside of that area, I hope that 

Councillors will consider the density of the seating proposed and seek to 

ensure that the area remains as uncluttered as possible.  I fully 

appreciate that it is important to support new businesses, however this 

should not be at the expense of other local businesses who have traded 

in the Town for many years. 

 



 

Statement from New Romney Town Council Member, Councillor 
Rev Cn McLachlan, in respect of Agenda item 19 
 

After reading the Proper Officer's response regarding prayers I would 
like to have it noted that I think a short period of time is vital before the 
commencing of formal business. However, as we are a diverse 
community representing those of differing faiths and none, I would like it 
heard that my suggestion is that after the Mayor uses their gavel there is 
a short period of  - no more than two minutes. However in exceptional 
circumstances ie the death of a significant person then clearly it would 
be appropriate for some sort of formal acknowledgment. Additionally I 
think it only appropriate that prayers led by the Mayor's Chaplain should 
be held at the beginning of a new session or following the election of a 
new mayor. The Mayor's Chaplain could at some point in the future, 
potentially be a non Christian and this would be respected by the Town 
Council. 

I think the above suggestion accommodates all current and future Town 
Councillors in order that regardless of beliefs they will not feel 
marginalised.  

As a committed Christian I would use the time of quiet for prayer for the 
meeting, Council, Agenda etc. I sure others would too. And others can 
reflect in their own particular way. 

I am only putting this forward so that views can be aired by the full 
Council. 

I wish you all well in your discussion on this subject and await the 
outcome with interest. 

Cllr Rev Cn McLachlan
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