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    Cinque Port Town of New Romney 
 

         Town Clerk’s Office 

         Town Hall 

         New Romney 

         Kent TN28 8BT 

 
               Tel: New Romney 01797 362348 

        Mrs C. Newcombe 

              Town Clerk 

 

 

 

Ref: CN/3005                                                                4th August 2025 
 
 
Dear Councillor, 
 

SUMMONS TO ATTEND A MEETING OF NEW ROMNEY TOWN 

COUNCIL, TO BE HELD IN THE ASSEMBLY ROOMS, CHURCH 

APPROACH, NEW ROMNEY, ON MONDAY 11TH AUGUST 2025  

AT 6.45PM. 

 
You are hereby summoned to attend the above-mentioned meeting of 
New Romney Town Council to consider the under-mentioned business. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

C. Newcombe 

 
Mrs C Newcombe 
Town Clerk  
 
Email: town.clerk@newromney-tc.gov.uk  

 

PLEASE NOTE: The afore-mentioned meeting will commence at 6.45pm.  

Members of Public are welcome to join this meeting.  
 
 
Anyone displaying any symptoms of Covid-19 should NOT attend the meeting. 

mailto:town.clerk@newromney-tc.gov.uk


2 | P a g e  
 

 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION AT TOWN COUNCIL MEETINGS  
1. Who can participate in a New Romney Town Council meeting?  
 
Members of the Public and Press may attend this Council meeting, except at such 

times as certain sensitive personal, legal or contractual matters may be considered 

in private and confidential session, when Members of the Public will be required to 

leave the meeting. 

A maximum of THREE members of public may also participate by submitting a 
question at a meeting. The question must relate to a matter affecting the parish of 
New Romney and/or its residents. Each submission must last no longer than 3 
minutes in total.  

Any such question should be delivered to the Council by way of a written statement 
submitted by email by midday on the day of the Council meeting - to be read out 
during the meeting. The question submitted should be mindful of the 3 minute 
speaking time available. The reading of the question will allow for any mid-sentence 
delivery to be completed before being stopped at the three minute deadline. If any 
Member of Public does not have access to email, a question can be submitted by 
email by a representative on their behalf. 

Any such questions should be emailed to: town.clerk@newromney-tc.gov.uk by 
midday on the day of the Council meeting.  

2. How and when do I have to let the council know that I want to participate?  

You will need to give written notice (via email or post) that you would like to 
participate by 3pm on the Wednesday before the meeting, providing your name and 
contact details and a summary of what your question subject will be. No late 
notifications can be accepted.  

3. What happens if more than three local residents want to participate by 
submitting questions to the Council?  

The system will operate on the basis of “first come, first served” as identified by the 
Clerk. You will be notified as soon as possible after your ‘notification of wish to 
participate’ has been received as to whether or not you will be able to participate (by 
reading out your submission).  

4. What will happen at the Council meeting?  

Your question will be read aloud during the agenda item: Public Questions. If it is 
possible for the Chairman to provide a response to your question at the meeting, 
he/she will do so. If it is not possible to provide a response at that time, a response 
will be provided in writing – usually within 28 days of the meeting taking place. 

Agendas and reports for meetings will be available at least 3 working days and 
usually 7 weekdays before the date of the meeting on the Town Council website. 
Any supplementary sheets will be available the day before the meeting and can be 
viewed at www.newromney-tc.gov.uk  

mailto:town.clerk@newromney-tc.gov.uk
http://www.newromney-tc.gov.uk/
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THE LAWS OF LIBEL AND SLANDER  

• These laws are very strict.  

• If, in public, you say something about a person that is not true, even if 
you believe it to be true, you may be sued and have to pay 
compensation. Therefore, you need to be very careful about any 
criticism you wish to make of people in any written submission.  

• Councillors are able to speak more freely and bluntly while in Council 
or Committee meetings than members of the public.  

• You, as a member of the public, do not have the same protection.  
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FULL COUNCIL MEETING 
MONDAY 11TH AUGUST 2025 AT 6.45PM 

 
PRAYERS led by the Mayor’s Chaplain 

 
AGENDA 

  

1. APOLOGIES:   
To receive and note the apologies of councillors unable to attend. 

 

2. DISPENSATION TO PARTICIPATE:   
To receive and note any applications granted by the Town Clerk, 
on behalf of the Town Council, for dispensation to participate in 
Meetings of New Romney Town Council. 

 

3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST:   
Councillors to declare any Disclosable Pecuniary Interests or 
Other Significant or Personal Interests they may have in items on 
the agenda this evening. 

 

4.  REPORT OF THE KENT COUNTY COUNCILLOR:   
To receive the report of the County Councillor for Romney Marsh 
(who is requested to provide a written copy of the report ahead of 
the meeting for publication within the electronic meeting agenda). 

 

5.  REPORTS OF FOLKESTONE & HYTHE DISTRICT 
COUNCILLORS (Encs*):   
To receive the reports of the District Councillors for New Romney’s 
Town and Coast Wards (who are each requested to provide a 
written copy of the relevant report ahead of the meeting for 
publication within the electronic meeting agenda). 

 

6. ADJOURNMENT OF MEETING: 
To consider formal adjournment of the meeting of the Council for a 
maximum period of fifteen minutes to allow for an allocated public 
session. 

 

7. PUBLIC QUESTIONS:    
Members of the public may put questions to the Chairman of the 
Council for a period of fifteen minutes regarding matters to do with 
the town of New Romney and its coastal areas of Littlestone and 
Greatstone, including items on the agenda.   Any Councillors who 
have declared an “Other Significant Interest” in matters to be 
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discussed at this meeting will also have the opportunity to speak 
within the session set aside for public participation, in accordance  
with the Town Council’s Code of Conduct Item 5(3)(b), which 
reads as follows: 
 “ Where you have an Other Significant Interest in any business of 
the Authority, you may... make representations, answer questions 
or give evidence relating to the business, provided that the public 
are also allowed to attend the meeting for the same purpose.” 

 

8. RE-CONVENING OF MEETING: 
 To formally re-convene the meeting of the Council. 
  

9. MINUTES (Encs*): 
To approve the minutes of the Full Council Meeting held on 14th 
July 2025 (Attached hereto*). 

 

10. MAYOR’S REPORT AND COMMUNICATIONS: 
 To receive and note the report of the Mayor:  

(i) Mayor’s Civic Function List.  
(ii) Any Communications received by or for the Mayor   

 

11. TOWN CLERK’S REPORT (Encs*): 
 To receive and note the report of the Town Clerk (Attached 
 hereto*). 
 

12. STANDING ORDER No.14:     
The Mayor to consider any questions raised by Councillors about 
any business of the Council other than such business as has been 
listed specifically within the agenda, of which proper notice has 
been given (three working days minimum).  

 

13. STANDING COMMITTEES (Encs*): 
To receive and note the minutes of the following Standing 
Committee meetings and resolutions detailed therein and to ratify 
any recommendations also detailed therein, if required: 
 
(i) Planning & Environment Committee 
Meeting held on 16th July 2025 (Attached hereto*) 

 

(ii) Finance & General Purposes Committee : 
Meeting held on 30th July 2025 (Attached hereto*) 
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14. RFO’S FINANCIAL REPORTS FOR 2025-26 (Encs*): 
To consider final payments and receipts and bank reconciliations 
for May 2025, if available. (Attached hereto*) 

 

15. COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES’ REPORTS: 
To receive and note any written reports of Representatives on 
Outside Bodies, and from Councillors who have attended other 
meetings or fixtures on behalf of New Romney Town Council since 
the last ordinary meeting of the Council, if available. 
 

16. CAPITAL PROJECTS REPORT (Encs*): 
(i) To receive and note the report on Capital Projects currently 
being undertaken, if available, and take any such action as may be 
deemed necessary thereon and / or consider any 
recommendations made therein. 

• Maude Community Centre Project  
 

(ii) To receive and note the Maude Community Centre Project 
Financial Update Report, if available (Attached hereto*) 

17. TENANCY AGREEMENT (Encs): 
(i) To formally approve the issue of a lease agreement relating to 
the Maude Community Centre Sports Pavilion (see attached); to 
be officially sealed with the Town Seal as a legal deed. 
(ii) To authorise the Clerk to undertake all actions as may be 
required to effect the completion and exchange of the afore-
mentioned deed. (See accompanying Clerk’s Report.) 

 
18. EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS: 

To consider exclusion of public and press in accordance with 
Standing Order No.34 (a), which states that ‘in view of the special 
and confidential nature of the business about to be transacted, it is 
advisable in the public interest that the public and press be 
temporarily excluded [from the meeting] and they are instructed to 
withdraw’ due to the fact that the following agenda items relate to 
legal matters.   

19. ON-GOING MATTERS: 

To consider any updates or additional information and/or progress 
on any on-going legal matters (Confidential report to follow if 
appropriate) and to take any action thereon as may be deemed 
necessary.  

• Maude Community Centre (formerly CHSPN) s106 
Agreement 
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20. PERSONNEL MATTERS: 

To receive and note any report regarding Personnel Matters 
(Confidential report to follow if appropriate) and take any such 
action as may be deemed necessary thereon. 

21. LAND AND TENANCY MATTERS: 

To consider matters pertaining to Town Council Land and 
Tenancies (confidential report to follow* if appropriate) and take 
any such action as may be deemed necessary thereon. 

• Maude Community Centre – Sports Pavilion Tenancy* 
 
22. CONCLUSION OF PRIVATE SESSION: 
 To consider concluding private session, if appropriate. 
 
 
NB: Reports or notes of the Personnel Panel will be considered as 
Private & Confidential as they concern staff matters; and all legal 
information, documents, agreements or reports may be considered 
likewise.   Other items may be considered as private and confidential if 
the Town Council deems that it is in the public interest to do so. 
 
Town Clerk – 4th August 2025 
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AGENDA ITEM 4 
 

COUNTY COUNCILLOR REPORT – 

NRTC FULL COUNCIL MTG 11th AUGUST 2025. 

 

 
Report Awaited. 
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AGENDA ITEM 5 
 

DISTRICT COUNCILLOR REPORT – 

NRTC FULL COUNCIL MTG 11th AUGUST 2025. 
 

Since my last NRTC Full Council report I have attended the following FHDC Council 

meetings and held my Councillor Surgery (with NRTC Cllr Coe) on Friday 1st August. 

Full Council – 1 meeting – 23/7/25.  

Overview and Scrutiny Committee – 2 meetings – 1/7/25 and 29/7/25. 

Finance and Resources Scrutiny Sub-Committee – 1 meeting – 1/7/25.  

Director of Oportunitas – No meetings. 

Planning and Licensing Committee – 1 meeting – 15/7/25.. 

Nuclear Legacy Advisory Forum (NuLEAF) - 1 meeting – 16/7/95. 

FHDC /Joint Parish Council meeting member – 1 meeting – 24/7/25. 

Chairman of Romney Marsh Partnership – Teams catch up with FHDC Officers. 

Southern Water – Folkestone, Hythe & Romney Marsh Steering Group – next 

meeting 14/8/25.   

 

FHDC Planning and Licensing Committee meetings. 

We did receive and consider, 23/1810/FH - Brick Kiln Fields, Cockreed Lane, New 

Romney 

Outline planning application (with all matters reserved) for 2 chalet style 2 bedroom 

properties including car parking and widening of access road.  

The Officer recommended approval and the Committee agreed. 

We held a Planning Committee Member briefing on 15th July relating to the 

devlopment of the Foxwood School site in Hythe. 

We also held a Planning Forum on 28th July for participating Parish and Town 

Councils. 

 

Rural England Prosperity Fund Panel meeting 

No Panel meetings since my last report. 

 

FHDC Green Grant Scheme  

I have commented on four grant applications from New Romney from the following 

organisations and I’m please to say these have been agreed by the Leader of FHDC. 



10 | P a g e  
 

The Marsh Academy 

Sensory garden project  - grant award £609.48 

RHDR New Romney and Dungeness Stations  

Solar PV & battery storage systems – grant award £20,000.00 

Romney Marsh Community Hub Community 

 Repair & skills hub  - grant award £10,000.00 

Romney Hythe & Dymchurch Railway 

LED lighting & PIR sensors at New Romney/Dymchurch stations – grant award 

£4,852.00  

. 

FHDC Full Council meeting – 23/7/25 

There were no significant items of business at this Full Council meeting. 

I did ask three questions as follows, the answers are available in full in the link 

attached at the bottom of this section of the report. 

From Councillor Paul Thomas to Councillor McConville, Cabinet Member for 

Assets and Local Government Reorganisation 

With the Coastal Destination Project at the Coast Drive Car Park on track for 

completion in October, local residents have asked how these facilities will fit in with 

similar facilities across the District. Consequently, they would like to know how these 

existing facilities are being utilised, with regard to the current occupation rates, hire 

costs and waiting lists?  

From Councillor Paul Thomas to Councillor Jim Martin, Leader of the Council 

and Cabinet Member for Otterpool Park and Planning Policy. 

With the agreement of the new Corporate Plan and the recent rationalisation of the 

Outside Bodies list that has been carried out and approved by Page 4 Schedule 2 

Council. Can the Cabinet Member please confirm that the subscriptions for two of 

these bodies, namely the New Nuclear Local Authority Group (NNLAG) and the 

Nuclear Legacy Advisory Forum (NuLeAF) will not be subject to any cuts following 

the budget setting process later in the year? These bodies provide the District 

Council representatives with an input into the proposed siting for New Nuclear 

facilities (including Dungeness). It also gives us a voice on the management of the 

nuclear legacy at Dungeness A, which in 2029/30 is due to be joined by the facility at 

Dungeness B, when defueling is complete and Dungeness B is managed by the 

Nuclear Decommissioning Agency (NDA). 10. 11. 12. 13. 

From Councillor Paul Thomas to Councillor Polly Blakemore, Cabinet Member 

for Transport, Regulatory Services and Building Control 

Local residents have voiced their concerns about the growing number of 

Recreational Vehicles (RVs) and Campervans that are parking overnight along 

Coast Road, Littlestone, mainly near the junction with Madeira Road. Many of these 

vehicles are in place for weeks at a time without moving and concerns have been 
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raised about fly-tipping, smoking of illegal substances and the unlawful dumping of 

chemical toilet contents. Residents have also had to contend with visitors using their 

gardens as a toilet. When will the PSPO signage be erected in this area, to alert 

visitors that "overnight parking is not allowed", allowing our enforcement teams to 

take action, particularly against repeat offenders? 

Link to Full Council agenda and minutes. 

https://folkestone-hythe.moderngov.co.uk/mgCommitteeDetails.aspx?ID=122 

 

Overview and Scrutiny Meeting – 1st July 2025. 

The only item of business was to appoint me to the Finance and Resources Scrutiny 

Sub-Committee. 

 

Finance and Resources Scrutiny Sub-Committee – 1st July 2025. 

The agenda for this meeting was as follows: 

Annual Performance Report 24-25. 

Performance Management Framework and draft KPIs 2025-26  

General Fund Revenue Provisional Outturn 2024-25  

General Fund Capital Programme Provisional Outturn 2024/25  

HRA Revenue and Capital Provisional Outturn 2024-25  

The link to the full meeting agenda and minutes is as follows: 

 https://folkestone-hythe.moderngov.co.uk/mgCommitteeDetails.aspx?ID=504 

 

Overview and Scrutiny Committee – 29th July 2025. 

The agenda for this meeting is as follows: 

Cabinet Member update. From Cllr Mike Blakemore. 

Housing Revenue Account (HRA) Service Charge 'De-Pooling' For Council Housing 

Tenants. 

Asset Management Strategy. 

Equitability of council resource across the District. 

 

The link to the full meeting agenda and minutes is as follows: 

https://folkestone-hythe.moderngov.co.uk/mgCommitteeDetails.aspx?ID=437 

 

 

https://folkestone-hythe.moderngov.co.uk/mgCommitteeDetails.aspx?ID=122
https://folkestone-hythe.moderngov.co.uk/mgCommitteeDetails.aspx?ID=504
https://folkestone-hythe.moderngov.co.uk/mgCommitteeDetails.aspx?ID=437
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Romney Marsh Partnership – Catch up with FHDC Officers. 

Coastal destination project 

More than a third of the new beach huts in Coast Drive, Greatstone, have now been 

built. 

The project is bringing to the site a new visitor hub, improved water sports facilities, 

93 beach huts and a 120-space car park with electric car charging points. Public 

toilets will include a Changing Places facility. 

The council is funding the scheme with the support of the Nuclear Decommissioning 

Authority through the Nuclear Restoration Services. 

Romney Marsh Visitor Centre (RMVC). 

Following on from the great work of the FHDC Romney Marsh Partnership Officer 

and the Romney Marsh Visitor Centre Working Group, comprising Cllr Speakman, 

Cllr Hills, Cllr Coopper and I, along with representatives from the RHDR, RMCH, 

Lighthouse on the Marsh and Romney Marsh Countryside Project, the RMVC 

opened its doors again on 2nd August 2025. 

The RMVC building will be known The Nest and is being operated by Dymchurch 

resident Nicola Adam.  She has taken on the centre and will be offering a café, retail 

and community space.  

The Romney Marsh Countryside Partnership, with Folkestone & Hythe District 

Council’s support, has continued to manage the 11-hectare nature reserve and will 

work alongside the visitor centre’s new operator. 

I attended the opening of the new facility along with Cllr Speakmen, Cllr Hills, Cllr 

McConville and Cllr Martin.  I would urge all Councillors to support Nicola in this new 

venture, by popping along and having some coffee & cake at the cafe. 

FHDC/Joint Parish Council meeting - 24th July 2025. 

We received three presentations at the meeting, which will be made available on the 

FHDC website. 

Introduction to Alan Mitchell & Budget Update. 

Presentation from the Monitoring Officer. 

Local Government Reorganisation update. 

The link to the agenda and presentations is shown below. 

https://folkestone-hythe.moderngov.co.uk/mgCommitteeDetails.aspx?ID=143 

 

Nuclear Legacy Advisory Forum  (NuLeAF) - 16/7/25. 

This was a Teams meeting with the Nuclear Decommissioning Authority(NDA) to 

discuss the forthcoming consultation on their Strategy 5 document, which is available 

on the NULEAF website. 

https://folkestone-hythe.moderngov.co.uk/mgCommitteeDetails.aspx?ID=143
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Other local events and invitations. 

I was invited to the St Nicholas Academy Open Evening on 10th July 2025 and was 

able to see their new facilities, as well as having discussions with the teaching staff 

and local residents. 

I was invited to the opening of the New Romney reuse shop at the Household Waste 

Recycling Centre in Mountfield Road.  The shop, developed by Kent County Council 

in partnership with FCC Environment, will sell good quality items donated on site or 

at other HWRCs in the county.  This was the culmination of three years work by KCC 

and FCC Environment, where they have been proving the viability of such schemes 

by proving pop-up re-use shops at household waste sites across Kent.   

 

Local Resident Concerns. 

I am currently dealing with 7 planning/enforcement cases, a number of housing 

issues, footpath/highways issues and surface drainage/waste-water (sewage) 

issues. 

 

Ward Grant Applications. 

I have received several requests for Ward Grants from organisations across the 

district. We are allocated up to £3,000 to be distributed over a 12-month period. 

Organisation Reason Grant 

Allocation 

Remainin

g 

New Romney 

Country Fayre 

Biggest free event on Romney 

Marsh and a Community Event 

Revitalising Community Spirit. 

£500 £2,2,500 

Strange Cargo Support for Charivari Community 

Carnival.  

£150 £2,350 

New Romney In 

Bloom 

Support for work in West Street, 

Car Park, New Romney 

£150 £2,200 

Strange Cargo Support for Marsh Academy 

students to take part in Charivari 

Carnival. 

£100 £2,100 

Litter Picking 

Watch Romney 

Marsh 

Purchase of materials and PPE for 

graffiti removal around the Marsh 

£150 £1,950 

    

 

FHDC Councillor Paul Thomas – 4th August 2025 
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AGENDA ITEM 9 
53 
 

 
MINUTES 

of 
A Meeting of New Romney Town Council 

Held in the Assembly Rooms, New Romney  
on Monday 14th July 2025 
Commencing at 6.45pm 

 
 
PRESENT: The Right Worshipful the Mayor of New Romney,  

Councillor John Rivers 
 
                      Town Ward: 

Councillors: J Davies, P Carey, Rev Cn S McLachlan, W D Wimble 
and L Phillips 
 

  Coast Ward:     
Councillors: P Thomas, P Coe, J Hiscock, K Terry, S O’Hare,  
A Meredith and P Peacock 
   

  In Attendance: 
Town Clerk    -  Mrs C Newcombe 
Members of the Public  - 2 

 
 
IN THE CHAIR  
The Mayor – Councillor J Rivers 
 
In the absence of the Mayor’s Chaplain, Cllr Rev Cn S McLachlan led the Council in 
prayer. 
 
The formal business of the meeting commenced @6.47PM. 

115/2025-26 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE    

  Apologies for absence were received and noted, as follows: 
  

Councillor J Houston  - who was unwell 
    
116/2025-26 DISPENSATION TO PARTICIPATE 

No new applications for Dispensation to Participate had been 
processed by the Town Clerk.  

117/2025-26 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

@6.47PM Councillor Hiscock declared a Personal Interest in respect of 
Town Council finance reports due to her employment of a contractor 
who is also employed by the Town Council. (Minute Ref 127/2025-26 
refers) 
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@7.53PM Councillor Terry declared a Personal Interest in respect of 
an enquiry regarding future use of the toilet block at The Greens, 
Littlestone, as the applicant is known to her. (Minute Ref 132/2025-26 
refer 
 

54 
 

118/2025-26 REPORT OF THE KENT COUNTY COUNCILLOR 

The report of the KCC Councillor, which included details of meetings 
attended and updates regarding development of County Council 
environmental policies, was received and noted. 

119/2025-26 REPORTS OF THE DISTRICT COUNCILLORS 

FHDC Councillor Thomas’ report, which included  details of meetings 
attended, updates regarding current District Council business and the 
future of the Romney Marsh Visitor Centre, as well as details of grant 
funding awarded to date, was duly received and noted. 

120/2025-26 ADJOURNMENT OF MEETING 

It was not necessary to adjourn the meeting as no public questions or 
statements had been received in writing. 

121/2025-26 PUBLIC QUESTIONS 

  None.  

122/2025-26 RE-CONVENING OF MEETING 

  Not applicable. 

123/2025-26 MINUTES 
(i) The Chairman presented the minutes of the Full Council Meeting 
held on 9th June 2025, copies of which had been previously circulated 
to all Councillors, and it was: 

 
PROPOSED BY: Councillor O’Hare 

  SECONDED BY: Councillor Terry 
 

RESOLVED – that the minutes of the Full Council Meeting held on 
9th June 2025 be approved and signed as a true and correct 
record. 
 
Councillors Meredith, Hiscock, Rev Cn McLachlan and Wimble 
abstained from voting as they had not been present at the afore-
mentioned meeting. 
 
The Chairman subsequently signed the afore-mentioned minutes. 
 
(ii) The Chairman presented the minutes of the Especial Full Council 
Meeting held on 23rd June 2025, copies of which had been previously 
circulated to all Councillors, and it was: 
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PROPOSED BY: Councillor Peacock 
  SECONDED BY: Councillor O’Hare 

 
RESOLVED – that the minutes of the Especial Full Council 
Meeting held on 23rd June 2025 be approved and signed as a true 
and correct record. 
 
 

55 
 
 

Councillors Rivers, Thomas, Davies, Terry, McLachlan, Meredith, 
Phillips and Wimble abstained from voting as they had not been 
present at the afore-mentioned meeting. 
 
The Chairman subsequently signed the afore-mentioned minutes. 
 

124/2025-26 MAYOR’S REPORT AND COMMUNICATIONS 
The Mayor’s report regarding civic engagements attended since the 
last meeting was duly received and noted. 
It was also reported that the Town Mayor, together with the Mayoress 
and the Town Clerk had been invited to Walmer Castle where, as 
representatives of the Cinque Ports Confederation, they were 
presented to King Charles III during his recent visit to Walmer and 
Deal. They were accompanied by representatives from the Romney 
Marsh Litter Picking Watch, New Romney Old School and Romney 
Marsh Tweed. 

125/2025-26 TOWN CLERK’S REPORT 

  The Town Clerk’s report was received and noted and read as under: 
 

  MEETING OF FULL COUNCIL – 14th JULY 2025 

TOWN CLERK’S REPORT 
 

Actions completed since the Full Council meeting held on  
9th June 2025 

 

1) Details of NRTC Representatives on Outside Bodies for 2025-26 
have been published on the Town Council website. 

2) Approved amendments to Standing Orders and Financial 
Regulations have been applied to the relevant documents, 
including additional amendments as per Full Council resolution 
(Minute ref: 077/2025-26 refers); the afore-mentioned documents, 
as amended, will now be published on the Town Council website. 

3) The Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR) 
was submitted for external audit ahead of the official deadline. The 
‘Notice of Public Rights and Publication of Unaudited Annual 
Governance and Accountability Return’ was duly published on or by 
24th June 2025, as required, and the Statutory Period for Exercise 
of Public Rights to inspect Annual Town Council Accounting 
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Records for 2023-24 commenced on 25th June 2025 and concludes 
on 5th August 2025. 

Town Clerk        7th July 2025 

56 

 

126/2025-26  STANDING ORDER NO.14  
No questions had been submitted in accordance with Standing Order 
14. 

127/2025-26 STANDING COMMITTEES  

(i) Councillor Terry presented the minutes of the Planning & 
Environment Committee meeting held on 18th June 2025, which 
were duly received and noted. 

 
(ii) Councillor Thomas presented the minutes of the Personnel 
Committee meeting held on 25th June 2025, which were duly received 
and noted. 
 

128/2025-26 RFO’S FINANCIAL REPORTS FOR 2025-26  

The RFO presented final payments and receipts and final bank 
reconciliation for the month of April 2026, which were duly received 
and noted. 
 
It was: 

 

PROPOSED BY: Councillor Thomas 
SECONDED BY: Councillor Peacock 
 

RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY – that the finance reports for the 
month of April 2025 be hereby received and approved. 
 

Payments and receipts for the month of April 2025 being in the 
amounts as detailed below: 
 

                     Receipts: Payments:  
 

NatWest Current Account            £5,267.34 £5,267.34 
 

Unity Trust Current Account:           £53,828.21 £109,455.07 
 
Lloyds Bank Business Account:           £402,622.08 £317,846.98 

 
NatWest Business Reserve Account:     £1,285.73 £4,048.34 
 
Petty Cash:                  £0.00  £21.14 

 
Lloyds Bank Corporate Card:           £296.65 £702.29 
 
Lloyds Bank Instant Access O/L Saver:  £2,008.87 £75,000.00 
 
NSIB:         £0.00  £0.00 
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129/2025-26 COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES REPORTS  

Reports from recent meetings of (i) Lydd Airport Consultative 
Committee (LACC) and (ii) Romney Marshes Area Internal Drainage 
Board (RMAIDB), which had been circulated to all Councillors prior to 
this meeting, were duly received and noted. 

 
57 
 

130/2025-26 CAPITAL PROJECTS REPORT 

(i) The Maude Community Centre Project Update Report was duly 
received and noted. 

 
(ii) The Maude Community Centre Project Financial Update Report 
was duly received and noted. 

131/2025-26 COUNCILLOR SURGERIES 

Councillor Terry presented a discussion paper regarding Councillor 
Surgeries, within which an alternative approach was put forward. 
Having duly considered this paper, it was: 

 

PROPOSED BY: Councillor Rivers 
SECONDED BY: Councillor Thomas  
 
RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY – that this matter be deferred to a 
future meeting of the Council to allow Councillor Terry to 
investigate potential Councillor Surgery models further and re-
submit a discussion paper for further consideration. 

 
132/2025-26 RESPONSE TO SSE RENEWABLES PROPOSALS 

Having duly considered a request from KALC (Kent Association of 
Local Councils) for all local councils to respond to the SSE 
Renewables Proposals in respect solar farms on Romney Marsh, it 
was: 

 
PROPOSED BY: Councillor Peacock 

  SECONDED BY: Councillor Wimble 
 

RESOLVED – that the Town Council submit comments to SSE 
Renewables as below: 
 
• New Romney Town Council is not opposed to solar energy in general. However, 

it believes that solar panel installations should be restricted to sites such as 
rooftops, industrial and retail sites, motorway sidings and railway sidings and 
similar – and not using prime agricultural land 

• Food security is just as important as energy supply for Romney Marsh residents 
and in general 

• The difficulty in disposing of solar panels and batteries at the end of their useful 
life creates a huge long-term ecological problem 

• Any requirement for fire-fighting at a solar farm site poses risks of soil 
contamination due to battery chemicals being washed into the soil by water being 
used to fight a fire  

• In this area, the preference is for nuclear energy (now in the form of small nuclear 
reactors) as opposed to solar energy taking up agricultural land 
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Councillor Thomas did not participate in discussion and abstained from 
voting as he did not wish to pre-determine his position  as a Member of 
the Folkestone & Hythe District Council Planning Committee. 

133/2025-26 THE GREENS TOILET BLOCK 

Having duly considered an enquiry regarding the future of the toilet 
block on The Greens, Littlestone, which included a proposal to re-
develop /  
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adapt the block for use as a café under a lease or purchase option, it 
was: 

 

PROPOSED BY: Councillor Thomas 
SECONDED BY: Councillor Wimble 
 
RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY – that the Council agrees, in principle, 
to consider the future use of the afore-mentioned building as 
proposed – but that as there is a need to understand the financial 
implications of any lease or sale agreement and any legal issues 
that may arise regarding access or other associated matters, to 
allocate £2,000.00 from the Legal and Professional Fees Budget to 
undertake relevant investigations before considering this matter 
further. 
 

134/2025-26 EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS 
@8.11PM having duly considered the nature of matters to be 
discussed, it was: 

 
PROPOSED BY: Councillor Peacock 

  SECONDED BY: Councillor Terry 
 

RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY – that due to the sensitive legal and 
contractual nature of information about to be considered, it is 
advisable in the public interest that the Public and Press be 
temporarily excluded and they are now instructed to withdraw. 

 
The two members of public left the meeting at that time. 

135/2025-26 ON-GOING MATTERS 

The Clerk reported on a matter relating to a s106 Agreement pertaining 
to the Maude Community Centre project. An update, which was 
circulated to all Councillors ahead of this meeting, was provided in 
relation to a matter that arose regarding the Community Contribution 
payable by the District Council to the Town Council in accordance with 
the afore-mentioned deed. This information was duly received and 
noted and it was: 

 
PROPOSED BY: Councillor Thomas  

  SECONDED BY: Councillor Wimble 
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RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY – that this matter be escalated to the 
Chief Executive and the Monitoring Officer of Folkestone & Hythe 
District Council to request payment of the s106 indexation sum 
which is payable in accordance with the s106 Agreement by  
31st October 2025. 
 
@8.26PM Councillor Peacock conveyed his apologies and left the 
meeting. 
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136/2025-26 PERSONNEL MATTERS 

The Clerk confirmed that there were no matters of report on this 
occasion. 

 
137/2025-26 LAND AND TENANCY MATTERS 

Having duly considered financial matters associated with the Maude 
Community Centre Ground Floor Sports Pavilion Lease, it was: 
 
PROPOSED BY: Councillor Thomas  

  SECONDED BY: Councillor Wimble 
 

RESOLVED – that, subject to an ‘Open Book’ arrangement being 
agreed with New Romney Football Club, New Romney Youth 
Football and New Romney & Littlestone Cricket Club, New 
Romney Town Council is agreeable to (i) issue of an initial 12 
month lease* in respect of the Maude Community Centre Ground 
Floor Sports Pavilion (as circulated to all Councillors and subject 
to the solicitor’s amendment of the lease term); (ii) hereby 
approves a stepped approach to application of rent charges, as 
below: 
 

• Year One: £120.00 per month (under temporary 12 month lease 
arrangement) 

• Year Two: £200.00 per month (under new 10 year lease 
arrangement) 

• Year Three: £280.00 per month (second year of 10 year lease 
arrangement) 

• Subject, thereafter, to annual rent increases in line with inflation 
 
And (iii) the Clerk be hereby authorised to take all such actions as 
are required to request and receive accounting information from 
each of the afore-mentioned sports clubs; instruct the Town 
Council’s solicitor to prepare amendments to the Ground Floor 
Pavilion lease to facilitate issue of a temporary, fixed-term lease 
with a term of 12 months; to facilitate the signing and sealing of 
the lease (subject to the umbrella association currently known as 
the Maude Pavilion Facilities Association first being registered as 
a legal entity). 
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*Initial 12 month fixed-term lease offered as an alternative to the 10 year fixed-term 

lease. 

 
NB: Councillor Phillips conveyed his apologies and left the meeting 
@8.46PM 

138/2025-26 CONCLUSION OF PRIVATE SESSION 

  @9.02PM  it was: 
  
  PROPOSED BY: Councillor Rivers 
  SECONDED BY: Councillor Rev Cn McLachlan 
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 RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY that the private session be hereby          

  Concluded. 
 
 
 

NB: All documents referred to herein are available at the Town Hall for perusal on 
 request, except for those documents of a sensitive / legal nature discussed in private 
 session, including documents relating to staff matters which remain Private and  
 Confidential in accordance with Data Protection legislation.  

 
Minutes prepared by the Town Clerk  
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AGENDA ITEM 10 
 

MAYOR’S CIVIC FUNCTION LIST 
Events attended since the July 2025 meeting of Full Council 
 

 

Report Awaited. 
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AGENDA ITEM 11 
 

MEETING OF FULL COUNCIL – 11th AUGUST 2025 

TOWN CLERK’S REPORT 
 

Actions completed since the Full Council meeting held on  
14th July 2025 
 

1) New Romney Town Council comments regarding proposals for a 
solar farm development on Romney Marsh were duly submitted 
to SSE Renewables. 

2) The official opening of the Maude Community Centre took 
place on Friday 25th July 205 followed by a very successful and 
well-attended week of public engagement events. 

 

Additional Items of Report: 

1) Notice has been served on Folkestone & Hythe District Council in 
respect of the Second Funds Transfer (as defined in the s106 
Deed) following receipt of the Certificate of Practical Completion 
relating to the Maude Community Centre and Annex. 

 

Town Clerk  

4th August 2025 
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AGENDA ITEM 13 
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MINUTES 
of 

A Meeting of the Planning and Environment Committee 
Held in the Assembly Rooms, Church Approach, New Romney 

on 16th July 2025 
Commencing at 6.45pm 

 
PRESENT:    
Councillors:       K Terry, S O’Hare, P Coe, J Rivers, P Carey, and J Davies. 

  
      
In the Chair:   Councillor K Terry 
  

 In Attendance:   Planning Clerk -   Miss S Walmsley 
     Members of public -   x 1 
     

139/2025-26 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE    
  Apologies for absence were received and noted, as follows: 
   
  Cllr J Houston – who was unwell. 
 
140/2025-26 DISPENSATION TO PARTICIPATE 
  No new applications for Dispensation to Participate had been received. 

 
141/2025-26  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  
  No declaration of interest had been received. 
 
142/2025-26 ADJOURNMENT OF MEETING 

It was not necessary to adjourn the meeting as no questions had 
been received in writing. 

 
143/2025-26 PUBLIC QUESTIONS 
   None received. 

 
144/2025-26 RE-CONVENING OF MEETING  
  Not applicable. 
 
145/2025-26 MINUTES 
  Minutes of the Meeting Held on 21st May 2025 

 The Chairman presented the Minutes of the Planning and  
 Environment Committee Meeting Held on 21st May 2025, 
 a copy of which had been previously circulated to all Councillors. 

 
  Having duly considered the afore-mentioned minutes, it was: 
 
  PROPOSED BY: Councillor Rivers 
  SECONDED BY: Councillor Coe  
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RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY – that the Minutes of the Planning 
and Environment Committee Meeting held on 21st May 2025 be 
approved and signed as a true and correct record.  
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Minutes of the Meeting held on 18th June 2025  

 The Chairman presented the Minutes of the Planning and  
 Environment Committee Meeting Held on 18th June 2025, 
 a copy of which had been previously circulated to all Councillors. 

 
  Having duly considered the afore-mentioned minutes, it was: 
 
  PROPOSED BY: Councillor O’Hare  
  SECONDED BY:  Councillor Carey   

 
RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY – that the Minutes of the Planning 
and Environment Committee Meeting held on 18th June 2025 be 
amended to correct Cllr Coe’s Declaration of Interest. 
 

146/2025-26 PLANNING CLERK’S REPORT 
The Planning Clerk’s report, which included information about 
Planning Application 23/1810/FH which was duly received and 
noted.  
 
And an invitation to comment from FHDC on the Gambling Act 2005 
- update to the Statement of Principles. 
 
Having considered the invitation to comment, it was: 
 
PROPOSED BY:  Councillor Rivers 
SECONDED BY:   Councillor Terry 
 
RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY- that NRTC will not comment as a 
Council but encouraged Councillors to comment individually 
and the Planning Clerk be authorised to request that FHDC 
continue to update NRTC with any further information 
pertaining to the Gambling Act. 

 
147/2025-26 SCHEDULE OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS 

  It was 
 
  PROPOSED BY:  Councillor Coe 
  SECONDED BY:  Councillor O’Hare 
 

RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY – that NRTC Planning and 
Environment Committee comments, including those comments 
relating to additional planning applications received after 
publication of the agenda for this meeting, be submitted to 
FHDC Planning Department:  
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Application No  Location and Description   
 
 

(i) 25/1133/FH             55 St Nicholas Road, New Romney,  
TN28 8PU 
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Works to trees the subject of TPO 
No. 10 of 1999 T1 Scots Pine tree to 
ground  level. 

 
RECOMMENDATION  No objection  
Voting: 
For Application:   6 
Against Application:  0 
Abstained:   0 

 
 

(ii) 25/0946/FH   Ashley House, Ashford Road, New  
 Romney, TN28 8TD 
 
Proposed single storey side and rear 
extension and associated external 
works. 

 
RECOMMENDATION  No objection  
Voting: 
For Application:   6 
Against Application:  0 
Abstained:   0 

 
 

(iii) 25/1216/FH/TCA  Sandhills, Coast Road Littlestone,  
 New Romney , TN28 8QZ 
 
Works to trees situated in a 
Conservation Area, comprising of 9 
conifers’, reduce back all branches 
by approx. 3-4 metres.  

 
RECOMMENDATION  No objection 
Voting: 
For Application:   6 
Against Application:  0 
Abstained:    0 

 
 

(iv) 25/1195/FH  Romney Hard, Coast Road,  
Littlestone, TN28 8QZ  
 
Erection of detached Dwelling. 

https://folkestonehythedc.my.site.com/PR3/s/planning-application/a1nbH00000Q54iYQAR/251133fh?c__r=Arcus_BE_Public_Register
https://folkestonehythedc.my.site.com/PR3/s/planning-application/a1nbH00000OHI9NQAX/250946fh?c__r=Arcus_BE_Public_Register
https://folkestonehythedc.my.site.com/PR3/s/planning-application/a1nbH00000Qtr5JQAR/251216fhtca?c__r=Arcus_BE_Public_Register
https://folkestonehythedc.my.site.com/PR3/s/planning-application/a1nbH00000Qaa9sQAB/251195fh?c__r=Arcus_BE_Public_Register
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RECOMMENDATION Cllrs in favour of the design but 

object on the grounds of the 
Environment Agency’s flood 
concerns. 

Voting: 
For Application:   0 
Against Application:  6 
Abstained:    0 
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148/2025-26 SCHEDULE OF LICENCE APPLICATIONS 
  It was 
   
  PROPOSED BY:  Councillor Terry  
  SECONDED BY:  Councillor Rivers 
 

RESOVLED UNANIMOUSLY – that Agenda item 10 be deferred 
to the end of the meeting due to confidential information to be 
discussed and the need to go into private session. 

 
149/2025-26 FOLKESTONE & HYTHE DISTRICT COUNCIL REPORTS/ 
  DECISIONS/MATTERS 

A schedule of delegated decisions of Folkestone & Hythe District 
Council Planning Department for the periods ending of 15th June 
2025, 22nd  June 2025 and 29th June 2025 were duly received and 
noted. 

 
150/2025-26 ENVIRONMENTAL MATTERS 

The Kent & Medway Air Quality Forecast for Wednesday 16th July 
2025 which had previously been circulated to all Committee was duly 
received and noted.  

 
151/2025-26 REPORTS FROM WORKING PARTIES 

The Parish Highway Improvement Plan working party report, which 
had been previously circulated to all Committee Members, was duly 
received and noted and, as a result it was: 
 
(i) 
PROPOSED: Cllr Rivers 
SECONDED: Cllr Terry  
 
RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY -that the planning clerk request that 
the  F&GP Committee put a scheme in place to fund and help 
find a source of funding for the proposed 20MPH speed limit 
installation for zones 1 and 2. 
 
(ii) 
PROPOSED: Cllr Coe 
SECONDED: Cllr Carey  
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RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY – that the planning clerk be 
authorised to contact KCC highways to request a breakdown of 
costs for each red squared area in drawing 23-FH-PAR-1238-
1201.   
 

152/2025-26 EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS 
 @ 7:21pm, having duly considered the nature of matters to now be 

discussed, it was: 
 
PROPOSEDBY: Councillor Terry  
SECONDED BY: Councillor Rivers  
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RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY- That due to the sensitive and 
personnel information about to be considered, which may serve 
to identify one or more individuals, it is advisable in the public 
interest  
that the Public and Press be temporarily excluded and they are 
now instructed to withdraw.  

 
  @7:22PM Member of the public left the meeting. 
 

@7:23pm The meeting reconvened and the Committee went into 
private session. 

  
  It was:  
 
  PROPOSED BY: Councillor Terry 
  SECONDED BY: Councillor O’Hare  
 

UNANIMOUSLY RESOVLED – that the Planning and 
Environment Committee strongly support the prevention of 
crime and disorder, public safety and the protection of children 
from harm. And that the Committee therefore supports Kent 
Police’s position and does not support the licence remaining in 
place. 

 
The chairman thanked the committee, and the meeting concluded @ 
7:34PM. 

 
Minutes prepared by the Planning Clerk. 
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NB: Minutes of F&GP Committee Meeting held on 30th July 2025 to 
follow, if available. 
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AGENDA ITEM 14 
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AGENDA ITEM 16 
 

CAPITAL PROJECTS REPORT 

(i) Maude Community Centre Project Update Report 

 
The Maude Community Centre and Annex Building were officially opened on Friday 

25th July 2025 by the Lord Liuetenant of Kent, The Lady Colgrain, accompanied by 

the Right Worshipful the Mayor of New Romney, Councillor John Rivers in the 

presence of the High Sheriff of Kent and other civic dignitaries and guests. The 

building was blessed by the Mayor’s Chaplain.  

Opening Week events then included a community concert, children’s party, quiz 

night and daily coffee and cake tours. The NHS Health Bus was also in attendance 

on Monday 28th July for free health checks. Over the course of the opening week, in 

the region of 700 visitors took the opportunity to have a look around these brand new 

facilities whilst enjoying the opportunity to socialise with other members of the local 

community.  

Several bookings have already been taken as a result of the opening week events 

and initial publicity, including bookings for wedding receptions, birthday parties, 

community choir rehearsals, meetings and a conference - and more enquiries are 

being received. A new page has been established on the Town Council website 

entitled ‘Halls for Hire’. Visitors to this page can find photographs and information 

about the Maude Community Centre (including the Maude Hall and the Imbert 

Room), together with booking forms and terms and conditions of hire. This page also 

includes photographs, information and documentation relating to the Assembly 

Rooms. 

There are still some snagging issues being dealt with – including a number of 

missing keys and areas of water pooling, which are being monitored; issues with 

lighting sensors and switches have now been resolved – both internally and 

externally, as have issues with ease of closure of two or three internal doors. 

Arrangements are currently in hand in respect of a formal project review, to be 

undertaken by the NRTC Project Steering Group together with the Synergy Project 

Management Team. 

Town Clerk – 4th August 2025 
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(ii) Maude Community Centre Project Financial Update Report 
 

 

 



55 | P a g e  
 

 

 



56 | P a g e  
 

 



57 | P a g e  
 

 
 

 



58 | P a g e  
 

 
 

 

 



59 | P a g e  
 

 
 

 



60 | P a g e  
 

 
 

 

 



61 | P a g e  
 

 

 



62 | P a g e  
 

 
 



63 | P a g e  
 

AGENDA ITEM 17 

 

Sports Pavilion Tenancy Agreement 

 

Subsequent to Council approval for the issue of a 12 month fixed-term 

lease to be issued, signed and sealed in respect of the Maude 

Community Centre Ground Floor Pavilion, the Maude Pavilion Facilities 

Association – which is the umbrella association that includes New 

Romney Football Club, New Romney Youth Football and New Romney 

& Littlestone Cricket Club – requested that the originally offered 10 year 

fixed-term lease with a year five break clause be issued instead, with an 

additional 12 month break clause and amended rent charge clause to 

identify the phased rent charges in years one to three followed by 

subsequent annual rent charge increases in line with inflation. 

The reason for the afore-mentioned request is to minimise associated 

legal expenditure as this would mitigate the necessity to re-visit this 

process in 12 months’ time to issue a new 10 year fixed-term lease once 

the 12 month’ lease ends. Whilst this would save expenditure for the 

sports clubs, it would also, in fact, minimise the Council’s public 

expenditure in the same way, therefore, it is a very sensible approach. 

Having made enquiries of the Town Council’s solicitor, it is possible (and 

the most cost-effective approach) to amend the existing draft 10 year 

lease to incorporate the additional (12 month) break clause and to edit 

the rent charges to identify the approved charges from years one to 

three and the subsequent transfer to annual inflationary rises thereafter. 

The solicitor is ready to make these amendments so that the lease can 

be issued at the earliest opportunity, subject to Council approval. 

Simultaneously, the sports clubs have advised that registration of the 

Maude Pavilion Facilities Association as a legal entity is now in hand. 

Recommended Actions: 

Noting that income / expenditure accounts and associated bank 

statements for 2024-25 have been received from New Romney Football 

Club, New Romney Youth Football and New Romney & Littlestone 

Cricket Club, as requested: 

(i) To formally approve the issue of a 10 year fixed-term lease 
agreement* relating to the Maude Community Centre Ground Floor 
Sports Pavilion (see attached draft lease – issue of same to be 
approved with identified amendments); to be officially signed and 
sealed with the Town Seal as a legal deed. 
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(ii) To authorise the Clerk to undertake all actions as may be 
required to effect the completion and exchange of the afore-
mentioned deed. 

 

*Afore-mentioned lease agreement approved as presented, with agreed amendments to include 

break clauses at 12 months as well as 5 years and to identify rent charges, as below: 

Year One: £120 per month 

Year Two: £200 per month 

Year Three: £280 per month 

Year Four (and subsequent years): Annual increase in line with inflation 
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